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themselves. They are sent to redeem humanity, whil< in the fulfilment of their mission they become entangled ii guilt. So also Goethe. And for his trespasses, even fo: those into which he fell with a pure heart, as with Pried erike, he had to pay dearly. Retributive justice, by giving him a vivid imagination and a most delicately sensitive soul had foreordained that he should atone bitterly for ever] fault, more bitterly than most men, including many of hi; most intelligent friends, have ever believed. In view o the sunshine which flooded the high places of his life people have been too prone to overlook the gloomy clouds which, now and then almost terrifying, and to the superficial observer almost inexplicable, arose from the depths.
The nobler and purer Friederike's nature, the more she suffered in silence, the more the poet saw her image surrounded with the glory of a madonna. From the twc Marys in Gotz and Clavigo she ascends gradually until a1 the end of Faust she reaches in Gretchen her heavenl) transfiguration.